ExecutiveLife Collecting

MILITARYAN T gL

The Emblem

ar

Two new World War Il films
could fire up the market
for memorabilia, from

souvenirs to Sherman tanks.

BY THANE PETERSON

HE LAST TIME
collectors really
got jazzed about
Grandpa’s dusty
old medals, hel-
mets, and bomber
jackets from
World War 11 was a dozen years
ago, around the 50th anniver-
sary of D-Day. Some got so
caught up in the excitement,
they even bought Sherman
tanks and vintage planes.
Now, two new films seem likely
to stur up World War I1 tever
agan. Flag of Onr Fathers, Chint
Eastwood's epic on the bloody
battle of Two fima. is set for re-
lease i Ocoober. while a seven-
part ken Burns documentary s
scheduled 1o air on public TV in
fall of 2007. If the response is
amything like it was to his 1990
Civil War documentary, Burmns
says, the memorabilia market
will relgnie.® So this 18 an ex-
cellent time to bone up on the
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A WW l-era Corsair
figirber live this Navy
FG-1D owned by
collector Jerry Yamen
friterinctorynet)
recently sold for
525 millian,

el spreadsheet,
ust finish

this article?

Pavris and gear from ships, tanks, and
paanes e popular collechibles, Dealer Biff
Shea has priced this clock from the deck of

3 LLS, Mavy vessed of S495,

miterial and pick up seme items before
the competition heats up, Roston rane
books dealer and collector Ken Rendell,
whose  by-appointment-only - muscumn
outside Boston houses  perhaps  the
wiorld's mest important private World
War 11 collection  (muscumofvwarld-
warlioom), sugpests studying the cata-
b angd Web sates of dealers such s Wil
Iy Petersen  im Petaluma,  Calif
[miliaryantiquesmuoseumeom), Hoves
Otoupaiik in Missoula, Mont, (408 549-
48171, and Bl Shea in Hubbardston,
Mass, (theruptursdduck.com), “The Lon-
don-bused Bonhams & Butterficlds oue
b ke | bonhiams.com) holds regular
rrilitary sales, mnid Knnsas City's Manion's

86  CusinessWeak by 2, 200

B4 TUE RUFTURED DUCK

(FLAKE]) COURTESY GERALD YAGEN: (CLOCK) BILL SR by



Larpe pesters in mint condiion go for 5200
or mrare, Sincly a5 fhese byo from Ken
Rendells collection, simed af purmpimg up
public embhusiasm for the axpected LS.
arvasian of Japan ke in thewaes Ditho o
mint posters from wartime Britaln,
Gormam, and occupied France, Warkime
posdars in mind condition by Norman
okl felch 3 Wl more,

Collechible puns (and the srmaménts on
tanks mnd warplanes) miust be disarmed
accordee bo strict federad rufes. Daafer
r'I-.:Il‘r'F'r.If.r it has pnced thes deactivated
Américan M-I carbine ot 5500,

{mannnscom) i a source for Inapen-
sive ipemy. Onee you've found o focus,
check our speciality sites such os ger-
mandaggers.com and books on medals,
uniforme, and the like by publishers such
ns Schiffer Publicatons (jifpub.emboen
schiffer_publications him],

“HOME FRONT" ITEMS

YOU CAN EUTLD & codbection on any budg-
o= AL the high =nd are collectors such as
Rendell, Micresaoft co-founder Paul Allen
(fvingheritagecom), and mining heir
Jacques Listlebeld (jaoqueslinleneld com},
who keeps 225 tmnks and other military vis
hicles on his 470-acre ranch nenr Palo Ao,
Calit, Ar the other énd, postors, posteards,
and' magnzines can be had for 8 fow dol-
lnrs, Bayonets, helmets, and tunsss start at
Lo and rise in the thowands,

If wour interest is avinton, Gerald Ya-
gen, CEQ of the Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, & chain of miremaft-mainte-
nonce oraining centers, SuEgests secking
out the compasses used in warplones.
Fendell notes that World War H-era toys,
garnes, ud other “ home front” i1ems are
readiby pvailalble for under $100. Other
pitces for a noviee, he says, are pens and
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Rinker Jr., an Army sergeant in Redding, even edil sreddiheets nght on your cevale I'f ] Mﬂbl lE

Pi., who co-guthored o 1993 book about
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o, when Eendell nabbed mee D-Dax
HSmch e, i as .!_'_111-|l.||'.|.'I oA el
tu scale the cliffs during the invasion, by
tradling Freneh fiea markeis, But reasunes
will continue to murface s veterans o
thlr hieirs clear ot attics. Lust summer,
Larry helley, a semi-retired entrepreneusr
from Mandela Sprimgs, Md., mbbed 2
Germian warplane oyroscose Sor 55 a5d &

seTan ares Dervooet for S0 22 a
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Aimmerican Gf bafriots in good conition sall
fowr abaul $250, Rarer parstrooper halmols
(Tike this German one) can top $10.000

L hr&'l.r_n L1500 mmd 3150, Coveat
CITE RO, . horeeeeer, Fados uT e on oBay,
ﬁ'nm."p.l::.rd...;m_.u" a. e~
wrupulous scliers also pur wogrther
socTningly intect uniforms of medal as-
semblics from several souncen, o get o
curtileute of suthenticit.

While there pre kooks ot there whio re-
viere Ml material, mosr eollecion are b
tevesded in honoring the sonfioe of those
who fought m the war. Bums notes thae
oty of the weis are m their S0n and
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